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Tourism development is the backbone of many Caribbean economies, and its advocates argue that it contributes to sustainable development, the alleviation of poverty, and integration into the globalized economy. Scholars and activists, in contrast, point to tourism-related ecological deterioration, profit leakage, distorted cultural patterns, rising land values, and prostitution. They suggest that tourism perpetuates existing disparities, fiscal problems, and social tensions. Examination of tourism development in the Dominican Republic indicates that it deskills and devalues Dominican workers, marginalizing them from tourist development and sexualizing their labor. The majority of people are relegated, at best, to positions of servitude in low-paid jobs in the formal sector, unemployment, or unstable activities in the informal sector that include the commoditization of sexuality and affective relations.
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In A Small Place, the Caribbean writer Jamaica Kincaid elaborates on the inequities of tourism (1988: 18-19) : "Every native of every place is a potential tourist, and every tourist is a native of somewhere. But some natives?most natives in the world?cannot go anywhere. They are too poor. They are too poor to go anywhere." In international tourism, only some people are able to travel and experience a respite from the crushing banality of their lives; others, too poor to go anywhere, are relegated to servicing the needs of foreign trav elers. Travel and tourism are among the most important economic activities of the global economy not just for the transnational monopolies that control them but also for those who dream of traveling and perhaps being able to turn someone else's commonplace reality into the source of their own pleasure. This is the reality of the tropical blues. Harrison, 1992; Crick, 1996; Pattullo, 1996) . Tourism has also been linked to the creation of demand for foreign-made goods, consumerism, the commodification of culture, trafficking in women and children, internal migration, and the disruption and corruption of traditional values and behaviors (see, e.g., McElroy, 2004; Mowforth and Munt, 1998; Pattullo, 1996) . Furthermore, scholars postulate that tourism perpet uates existing disparities, fiscal problems, and social tensions (Britton, 1996; Greenwood, 1989) . Given such incongruities in opinions and assessments, I seek to examine the framework within which tourism development takes place and to explore why tourism has failed to raise the standard of living and create better life chances for people in the Caribbean region. The concern here is with the political economy of tourism development in the Dominican Republic. In due course, the growth of the tourism industry became a "peaceful" method of attaining long-lasting political power and financial control in the markets and politics of the South (Lanfant, Allcock, and Bruner, 1995) .
The framework for the development of the travel and tourist industry impedes poor countries from generating foreign exchange, increasing employ ment, or promoting the participation of the most marginal segments of the community (Britton, 1996 This resort complex will target the high-end market instead of the mass tourism market that the country has sought for decades. These tourism compounds provide electricity, sewerage, paved roads, and running water for their pleasure-and leisure-oriented guests, but basic infrastructure development in the country remains chaotic, lacking planning, development, and environ mental control. Shantytowns often lack plumbing, electricity, and paved roads.
This neglect represents a hidden cost to the host society and a further appropri ation of social and environmental resources by foreign capital.11
The United Nations Human Development Report for the Dominican Republic (UNDP, 2005) indicates that the tourism labor force is made up primarily of young women, over half of them younger than 39 and with fewer than eight years of schooling (UNDP, 2005: 77 Herold et al. 2001; Padilla, 2007; Gregory, 2007 tives, but tourism denies the majority of its working people "decent work."13
The squeezing of labor power and natural resources has left the country with a massive tourism infrastructure, with more than 60,000 hotel rooms, and over 3 million pleasure visitors a year (Secretar?a de Estado de Turismo, 2004 -2007 in an ecology of disaster. These figures continue to grow every year without concern for the quality of life of Dominicans. 
